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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL KENNETH 
O. MCCREEDY 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor Colonel Ken-
neth O. McCreedy, Installation Commander at 
Fort Meade in Maryland. Colonel McCreedy 
holds a bachelor’s degree in history from 
Washington and Lee University, master’s and 
doctorate degrees from University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, a Master of Military Arts and 
Sciences degree from the U.S. Army Com-
mand and Staff College, and a Master of Stra-
tegic Studies from the Army War College. He 
is also a graduate of both the Army’s School 
of Advanced Military Studies and the Ad-
vanced Strategic Art Program. 

After over twenty years in the service, Colo-
nel McCreedy took command of Fort Meade in 
June 2005. Since then, Colonel McCreedy has 
worked closely with business leaders and 
elected officials, to consider how his decisions 
would affect the communities both inside and 
outside of the Fort Meade gates. 

Fort Meade, located halfway between Balti-
more and Washington, DC, is the fourth larg-
est army installation base in the continental 
United States with approximately 40,000 mili-
tary, civilian, and contractor personnel. The 
base thrives not only as a military installation, 
but also as a leading contributor to Maryland’s 
economy. 

Colonel McCreedy has played a large role 
in planning and preparing for the Base Re-
alignment and Closure (BRAC) process, which 
will cause a projected 25 percent population 
increase and 5,700 jobs at Fort Meade alone. 
He also has worked closely with the Fort 
Meade Alliance, an advocacy membership or-
ganization created to promote and support 
Fort Meade as an economic asset and re-
source to the region. 

Among his countless awards and decora-
tions, Colonel McCreedy has earned the De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal, Joint Service Commendation 
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Army 
Achievement Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, and the NATO Medal. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Colonel Kenneth O. McCreedy 
in his retirement from the position of Fort 
Meade Installation Commander. His legacy as 
a brilliant military commander will be forever 
remembered in his service to one of our na-
tion’s largest military installations. It is with 
great pride that I congratulate Colonel 
McCreedy on his exemplary military career 
and his outstanding leadership at Fort Meade. 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. CON. 
RES. 70, CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 5, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of S. Con. Res. 70, the Con-
current Budget Resolution Conference Report 
for 2009. I want to commend Chairman 
SPRATT for his outstanding work in moving this 
blueprint for fiscal responsibility to fruition. 

This budget is a recipe for fiscal integrity, 
reaching balance in 2012 while maintaining a 
smaller deficit in 2009 and over the next 5 
years as opposed to the Bush Administration 
proposal. With the adoption of this budget res-
olution, this Congress will reject the misplaced 
priorities of the Administration by restoring 
funding to vital programs for our Nation’s citi-
zens. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee, I have been an ar-
dent supporter of the Low Income Housing 
Energy Assistance Program, LIHEAP, and I 
am particularly pleased that this budget takes 
significant and necessary steps to strengthen 
the safety-net for those families most in need, 
including boosting funding for home energy 
assistance to help millions of low-income fami-
lies and funding housing assistance for low-in-
come families, the elderly, and the disabled. 

I am further pleased that we increase fund-
ing to make college more affordable, thereby 
reversing the Administration’s underfunding of 
education in our Nation. This budget substan-
tially increases veterans’ funding, invests in re-
newable energy and energy efficiency initia-
tives, provides funding for green collar jobs, 
rejects the Administration’s cuts to Medicare 
and Medicaid, expands children’s health insur-
ance coverage and accommodates additional 
middle class tax relief. 

Mr. Speaker, S. Con Res. 70 will serve as 
an important guide as we set spending prior-
ities for our Nation over the next few years 
and I am pleased to join in support of it. 

f 

CELEBRATING FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
NEW YORK’S BICENTENNIAL 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to extend my sincere congratulations to the 
fine people of Franklin County, New York, as 
they celebrate the county’s bicentennial. I am 
proud to represent them and to have the op-
portunity to take a moment to reflect upon the 
county’s characteristics and rich history, which 
includes the War of 1812 and the Under-
ground Railroad. 

Franklin County was formed on March 11, 
1808, from Clinton County, when it became 
apparent that travel to Plattsburgh to conduct 
legal business was too burdensome. Franklin 
County, which encompasses 1,631.49 square 
miles, was named after Benjamin Franklin. Its 
neighbors are Quebec, Canada to the north, 
Clinton County to the east, Essex and Ham-
ilton Counties to the south, and St. Lawrence 
County to the west. Franklin County’s nearly 
51,000 residents live in 19 townships: Bangor, 
Bellmont, Bombay, Brandon, Brighton, Burke, 
Chateaugay, Constable, Dickinson, Duane, 
Fort Covington, Franklin, Harrietstown, Ma-
lone, Moira, Santa Clara, Tupper Lake, Wa-
verly, and Westville. In addition to the County 
seat, Malone, Franklin County is home to five 
other villages: Brushton, Burke, Chateaugay, 
Saranac Lake, and Tupper Lake. 

Potash production was the earliest industry 
in the county; other early industries included 
agriculture, iron ore mining, logging, mills, 
sanitariums, and tourism. Today, agriculture 
continues to play a vital part in the county’s 
economy; in 2002, Franklin County’s 530 
farms produced agricultural products with a 
market value of about $48 million including 
dairy, cattle and calves, vegetables, aqua-
culture, and nursery and greenhouse. Like-
wise, the world class Trudeau Institute, which 
was originally founded in 1884 as a tuber-
culosis sanitarium, is still making breakthrough 
discoveries to improve human health as the 
incredible Adirondack Mountains continue to 
draw tourists who enjoy bird-watching, camp-
ing, canoeing, fishing, hiking, hunting, and 
other outdoor activities. 

Franklin County’s residents are known to be 
generous, independent, proud, resourceful, 
and resilient. Perhaps its most notable native 
son is William Almon Wheeler, who was born 
in Malone on June 30, 1819, and was elected 
as our nation’s Vice President in 1876 after 
serving as District Attorney, State Assembly-
man, State Senator, and U.S. Representative. 
Other noteworthy former residents include 
Tom Browning, who pitched a perfect game 
and won a World Series game for the Cin-
cinnati Reds, and Almanzo Wilder, whose boy-
hood on a Burke farm later became known to 
the world through Farmer Boy, which was writ-
ten by his wife, Laura Ingalls Wilder. Again, it 
is a great honor to have the opportunity to join 
with the residents of Franklin County, New 
York, as they celebrate their bicentennial. 

f 

HONORING ANTHONY BORBA 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Anthony Borba upon his 
retirement as the superintendent of Salida Uni-
fied School District. Superintendent Borba will 
be honored at a reception on May 31, 2008. 

Superintendent Anthony Borba graduated 
from California State University, Stanislaus, in 
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1975 with a bachelor’s of arts degree in Span-
ish, a minor in political science and a Cali-
fornia elementary teaching credential. Imme-
diately after completing college, he taught at 
Tuolumne School for 3 years. It was during 
this time he spent a summer at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, completing an in-
tensive Portuguese study program. This pro-
gram allowed Superintendent Borba to be-
come a language program facilitator for the 
Office of Merced County Superintendent of 
Schools. As he completed additional edu-
cational programs he was able to advance 
through the ranks of the school districts. In 
1980, Superintendent Borba earned a masters 
of arts degree in school administration from 
California State University, Stanislaus. In 2003 
he earned an educational doctorate in edu-
cation administration from University of the 
Pacific. 

Superintendent Borba worked for the Office 
of Merced County Superintendent of Schools 
as a language program facilitator for 4 years. 
He then taught and became the assistant prin-
cipal at Selima Herndon School. After just 2 
years, he became principal of the school. He 
served as principal for 4 years. In 1988 he be-
came the director of instructional services and 
staff development for the Merced City School 
District. Two years later, he was a super-
intendent. He served as a superintendent for 
two districts, Chatom Union Elementary 
School District and Salida Union School Dis-
trict. In addition to his employment with the 
schools, Superintendent Borba was also a 
part-time English-as-a-second language teach-
er at Modesto Junior College, he worked with 
the California State Department of Education 
as a facilitator for Portuguese and Asian mi-
nority languages group. He was the principal 
at a migrant summer school and has been an 
adjunct faculty member at California State Uni-
versity, Stanislaus, in the Department of Ad-
vanced Studies. Superintendent Borba is retir-
ing to become an associate professor for ad-
vanced studies at the university. 

Superintendent Borba has been, and con-
tinues to be, involved in numerous organiza-
tions. A few of the organizations include: com-
munity advisory board for the doctoral pro-
gram in instructional leadership at California 
State University, Stanislaus; he is a member 
of three doctoral dissertation committees for 
University of the Pacific; Central Regions 
Schools Insurance Group; Superintendents’ 
Council of Stanislaus County; Association of 
Low Wealth Schools; and Stanislaus County 
Superintendents of Schools. Superintendent 
Borba has been awarded with the Educator of 
the Year Award in 1998 by the Portuguese 
Chamber of Commerce in San Jose, Out-
standing Alumnus Award in 1999 by the Pro-
fessional Administrative Services Credential 
Program at California State University, 
Stanislaus, the Outstanding Vocational Award 
for 2000–2001 by the Rotary Club of Salida; 
the Ethics in Public Service Award in 2007 by 
the Modesto Bee and California State Univer-
sity, Stanislaus; and the Educator of the Year 
Award in 2007 by the Portuguese Education 
Foundation for central California. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Superintendent Anthony 
Borba upon his achievements and retirement 
from Salida Unified School District. I invite my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Super-
intendent Borba many years of continued suc-
cess. 

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL J. 
MOCEK ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I want to 
congratulate Mr. Michael J. Mocek on his up-
coming retirement and thank him for his 37 
years of Federal service to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, the State of Texas, and 
our Nation. 

Mike has a long and distinguished history 
with the Corps of Engineers. Most of his 
Corps service has been with the Fort Worth 
Engineer District, where he served the last 12 
years as the senior civilian and as the deputy 
district engineer and the chief of the Programs 
and Project Management Division. 

Among his many significant accomplish-
ments in Texas was the successful completion 
of Jim Chapman and Ray Roberts Lakes in 
the 1980s. Mike’s technical expertise and 
planning efforts on those projects provided 
those communities with vital flood protection 
and water supply. He also played an invalu-
able role in the successful approval of the Dal-
las Floodway Extension project, currently 
under construction, which will greatly improve 
the flood protection for that city. 

In recent years, Mike has been instrumental 
in getting Corps approval for one of my top 
priorities, the Central City Project in Fort 
Worth. This project will revitalize a portion of 
the downtown area and provide much needed 
recreation and park lands, ecosystem restora-
tion, and future flood protection for our citi-
zens. In addition, Mike has provided excep-
tional leadership for the Corps of Engineers in 
developing a partnership with the Texas Water 
Development Board to improve cooperation 
between the State and Federal government for 
water resource projects to meet the State’s fu-
ture water needs. 

Mike has also guided and overseen the 
management of one of the largest and most 
challenging military programs in the Corps, 
supporting flag ship installations such as Fort 
Hood, Fort Bliss, and Fort Sam Houston, as 
well as Lackland and Dyess Air Force Bases. 
His extraordinary leadership, dedication, and 
commitment led to the successful completion 
of many projects that have greatly improved 
the readiness of our forces and the quality of 
life for our soldiers, airmen and their families. 
He did all of this while concurrently serving in 
the Army Reserves, and retired at the rank of 
lieutenant colonel. 

In 2005, Mike was selected as the top civil-
ian for the Corps of Engineers for achieving 
the highest overall standards of excellence 
and for his many significant contributions to 
the missions, prestige and reputation of the 
entire Corps. He was very deserving of this 
honor. 

He has mentored many senior military offi-
cers and continues to be sought out for his ex-
pertise, wise counsel, and advice. Though he 
received many offers for senior executive pro-
motions throughout the years that would have 
taken him from Texas, Mike elected to remain 
in his home State where he felt his efforts 
would best serve his fellow Texans. 

In the Fort Worth community, Mike has 
been a well-known and trusted leader and 
public servant. Both he and his wife, Betty, 

have served their community well. As an or-
dained deacon at Holy Family Catholic 
Church, he provides counsel and spiritual 
guidance to those who seek it. Betty has 
taught elementary school students for many 
years and is currently teaching 4th grade at 
Tanglewood Elementary School in Fort Worth 

I am indeed honored to have worked with 
Mike over the last several years as a Member 
of Congress, and before that as mayor of Fort 
Worth. I appreciate Mike’s long, dedicated, 
and faithful service to the Fort Worth commu-
nity, the State of Texas and our Nation. I wish 
him all the best in his retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BROOKSVILLE, 
FLORIDA ART GALLERY 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise to honor the 10th anni-
versary of the Brooksville Art Gallery. Con-
ceived of by two community stalwarts, Mary 
Alice Queiros and Karen Phillips, 10 years ago 
this month, the gallery has been an artistic pil-
lar of the community for its entire existence. 

Following the completion of Brooksville City 
Hall in 1996, Clerk of the Court Karen Phillips 
and longtime champion of the arts Mary Alice 
Queiros looked for ways to brighten the hall-
ways and fill much of the empty space. Start-
ing in 1998, they reached out to the Hernando 
County community to find examples of out-
standing art from local residents. One painting 
at a time, they slowly but surely covered the 
hallways and walls with fine examples of Flor-
ida artistry. 

Once the bare walls of city hall were filled 
with bright and beautiful artwork, the duo 
worked to make the area friendly to other 
forms of art, including poetry readings and 
sculpture. Today, Brooksville City Hall hosts 
an annual fall art show to showcase the work 
of area artisans. I also sponsor the annual 
congressional art competition, a contest for 
Fifth District high school artists to display their 
finest artwork and compete to have their piece 
hung in the United States Capitol. With hun-
dreds of students exhibiting in city hall, 
Hernando County residents have truly been 
exposed to some of the finest artwork in our 
State. 

In addition to their love of art, both Mary 
Alice and Karen have been involved in the 
Brooksville community for many years. Karen 
Phillips has given back through her long serv-
ice as Brooksville City Clerk, and Mary Alice 
has been honored as the 2005 Great 
Brooksvillian for her work on behalf of the 
greater community. Both these women have 
done so much to promote art in Hernando 
County, and deserve to be recognized for their 
dedication and commitment. I would like to 
congratulate them both on making the 
Brooksville City Hall Art Galley a haven for art-
ists and a beautiful addition to our city govern-
ment building. 
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IN HONOR OF FRANK THOMPSON 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of Frank Thompson, 
who passed away last week. Thompson 
served as a code talker in World War II. He 
and other Navajo soldiers used their native 
language to craft a nearly unbreakable code. 
We don’t know how many American soldiers 
survived that war because of Thompson’s gift, 
nor do we know how many civilians were liber-
ated because Thompson and his fellow code 
talkers helped America achieve success. What 
we do know is that Thompson and others like 
him are owed a debt of gratitude we will never 
fully pay back. 

With all of the injustice that Native Ameri-
cans have experienced at the hands of the 
U.S. Government, they have always given 
their all to defend this country. When Thomp-
son joined the Marine Corps, the U.S. Govern-
ment had only recognized Indians as Amer-
ican citizens for 18 years. Yet 45,000 of the 
350,000 Native Americans in this country 
joined Thompson in America’s Armed Forces 
during that conflict. Native Americans have the 
highest rate of service of any ethnic group, 
and today there are more than 181,000 Native 
American veterans. 

The code talkers brought unique skills and 
a unique cultural heritage to the Allied cause 
in World War II. As Americans who faced big-
otry and injustice, they eagerly signed up to 
free Europe from oppression. As individuals 
who had lived with the legacy of aggression 
against their people, they felt keenly the need 
to prevent other acts of aggression, even if 
these acts were being perpetrated on the 
other side of the world. In a sense, the Allied 
fight against tyranny was as much a Navajo 
struggle as a European one. The values of the 
Navajo soldiers played a crucial role in liber-
ating Europe and Asia. 

Code talkers like Frank Thompson showed 
that courage has no color. Our respect for 
their service is increased by our recognition 
that they risked everything for a nation that too 
often failed to show them the same loyalty. 
Their actions should remind us that when we 
treat any group of Americans as second class 
citizens we dishonor the memory of all those 
brave soldiers who died to defend American 
values, including that sacred creed that ‘‘all 
men are created equal.’’ 

By recognizing those who have bravely 
served this country, we encourage ourselves 
to be just a little bit better. We remind our-
selves to celebrate the values that make 
America a beacon of hope to men and women 
around the world. Today, I recognize Frank 
Thompson. His heroism has won him immor-
tality. For his service and his sacrifice, he will 
live forever in our hearts. 

RECOGNIZING THE HEALTHY 
LAKES, HEALTHY LIVES CAM-
PAIGN 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Healthy Lakes, Healthy Lives 
tour. The Healthy Lakes, Healthy Lives tour, 
organized by the Healing our Waters-Great 
Lakes Coalition, is designed to raise aware-
ness and call for action on the problems fac-
ing our lakes. Healing Our Waters is lead by 
the National Wildlife Federation and the Na-
tional Parks Conservation Association and in-
cludes over 100 fishing, boating hunting, 
birding, conservation and environmental orga-
nizations. I would like to congratulate them for 
their continuing work to improve the health of 
the Great Lakes. 

To start the historic tour, the Earth Voyager, 
one of the fastest sailing vessels on the Great 
Lakes, made its first stop in Buffalo, New York 
at the newly developed site along the historic 
Erie Canal. As a main water route to the mid- 
West the Great Lakes shaped the demo-
graphics of our nation. When the Erie Canal 
first opened in 1825 it connected the East to 
the Great Lakes and brought a surge in popu-
lation and commerce which lead Buffalo to in-
corporate as a city in 1832. Buffalo’s strategic 
position on the Great Lakes contributed signifi-
cantly to its early rise to prominence; at the 
turn of the last century Buffalo was America’s 
largest inland port and the leader in the trans-
shipment of grain and several other commod-
ities. The Western New York Division of Citi-
zens Campaign for the Environment helped 
lead coordination of events during the Earth 
Voyager’s 5 day stop in Buffalo, NY. 

Containing over twenty percent of the 
world’s fresh water, the Great Lakes are an 
enormous natural asset to this nation. Nearly 
two centuries ago the Lakes shaped this na-
tion by providing for the early movement of 
settlers and commerce in America. Now we 
are at a critical point in history where we must 
take action today to protect and preserve the 
Great Lakes as a means to shape this nation’s 
environmental and economic future. 

The ship departs Buffalo, NY for stops in 
Erie, PA, Toledo, OH, Detroit MI, Port Huron 
MI, Sarnia, Ontario, Chicago, IL, Traverse 
City, MI, Grand Haven, MI, Milwaukee, WI, 
Bay City MI, Cleveland, OH and Rochester, 
NY. On its tour, the Earth Voyager will help 
carry our message and emphasize the impor-
tance of revitalizing the Great Lakes. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
BRUCE F. TUXILL 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor Major General 
Bruce F. Tuxill, Adjutant General for the State 
of Maryland. After graduating in 1967 from 
Salem College in West Virginia with a bach-
elor’s degree in business administration, Gen-
eral Tuxill underwent undergraduate pilot train-

ing at Williams Air Force Base in Arizona. For 
the next fourteen years, General Tuxill rose 
through the ranks at the Martin State Airport in 
Maryland. From 1994 until 2000, he served as 
the assistant adjutant general for air, Head-
quarters, Maryland Air National Guard in Balti-
more. He then served as the Air National 
Guard assistant to the Commander of the 
United States Air Forces Europe in Germany 
until he was appointed Adjutant General for 
the State of Maryland in 2003. 

In his role as Adjutant General, General 
Tuxill was responsible for formulating, devel-
oping and coordinating all policies, programs, 
and plans affecting more than nine thousand 
men and women in Maryland’s military depart-
ment. The military department includes the 
Maryland Army National Guard, Maryland Air 
National Guard, Maryland Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the Maryland Defense 
Force. In the event of mobilization, if the state 
were to receive a presidential call to duty in 
times of war, national emergency, or oper-
ational contingency, General Tuxill would exer-
cise command responsibilities and provide a 
force in readiness. As the Adjutant General, 
he served as the official liaison between the 
governor and the National Guard Bureau, and 
served as a member of the governor’s cabinet. 

Among his countless awards and decora-
tions, General Tuxill has earned the Air Force 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of 
Merit Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Combat Readiness Medal, the National 
Defense Service Medal, the Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal, State of Maryland Distin-
guished Service Cross, Meritorious Service 
Cross, and Commendation Medal. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Major General Bruce Tuxill in 
his retirement from the position of Adjutant 
General for the State of Maryland. His legacy 
as an experienced and capable military leader 
and his service to the State of Maryland will 
be forever remembered. It is with great pride 
that I congratulate General Tuxill on his exem-
plary military career and his outstanding lead-
ership of Maryland’s military department. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, unfortunately I 
have been out on medical leave. I have been 
unable to cast votes; however, I would like the 
record to reflect my intentions had I been 
present to vote. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 387, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 386, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 385, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 384, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 383, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 382, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 381, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 380, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 379, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 378, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 377, I 
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would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 376, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 375, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 374, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 373, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 372, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 371, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 370, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 369, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 368, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 367, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE HOME OF-
FICE DEDUCTION SIMPLIFICA-
TION ACT OF 2008 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation, the Home Office De-
duction Simplification Act of 2008, which is de-
signed to reduce the complexity of the tax 
code and provide Americans with the ability to 
take a standard deduction for home office ex-
penses. 

The tax code currently allows a deduction 
for home office expenses for self-employed 
taxpayers and employees who must use their 
home for business purposes at their employ-
er’s request. However, according to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service’s Office of the Taxpayer 
Advocate, only 2.7 million of the nearly 20 mil-
lion Schedule C filers in tax year 2003 took a 
deduction for home office expenses, despite 
the fact that some 8.4 million Americans indi-
cated they had one or more rooms used only 
for business. 

The Office of Taxpayer Advocate reports 
that the data raises the question as to whether 
or not eligible taxpayers are taking the deduc-
tion to which they are entitled. In addition, the 
Taxpayer Advocate notes that private industry 
has indicated that the rules and related forms 
regarding the home office deduction are too 
complex. 

As is often noted, our Nation’s nearly 27 
million small businesses are the backbone of 
our Nation’s economy. They provide 51 per-
cent of our Nation’s private sector employment 
and 45 percent of its payroll and produce ap-
proximately 50 percent of the Nation’s private, 
nonfarm GDP. Without question, they certainly 
are vital to the economy of New York’s 23rd 
Congressional District, which I have the privi-
lege of representing. 

To ensure that my constituents and those 
other Americans who are eligible to deduct 
home office expenses but have been deterred 
by the complexity of the current tax code actu-
ally take a deduction, I now introduce the 
Home Office Deduction Simplification Act. This 
bill would provide a standard deduction of 
$1,500, indexed to inflation, for home office 
expenses. Accordingly, I ask my colleagues to 
join with me to enact this important measure. 

HONORING ROSTEEN STRASSNER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Rosteen Strassner upon 
her 106 birthday. Mrs. Strassner’s birthday will 
be celebrated on Friday, June 6, 2008. 

Mrs. Strassner was born March 20, 1902 in 
Newark, Arkansas. In her long life she has wit-
nessed many historical events that not only 
shaped the United States, but the world as 
well. She has been able to achieve amazing 
things in her lifetime. In 1940 she moved to 
Fresno, California. She became a member of 
the Fresno Temple COGIC, and remains a 
member of the church. In 1974 Mrs. Strassner 
opened her heart and her home to mentally 
challenged adults when the Central Valley Re-
gional Center was recruiting foster parents. 
She was one of the first African-Americans to 
engage in this type of work. She remained a 
foster parent until 2005, when her physical 
health began to decline. Mrs. Strassner also 
has an extensive background as a healthcare 
professional and businesswoman. She is a re-
tired dietitian from St. Agnes Hospital. She 
also owned and operated two cafés in the 
Fresno area. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Rosteen Strassner on 106 
years of life. I invite my colleagues to join me 
in wishing Mrs. Strassner health and happi-
ness. 

f 

HONORING THE USS PONCHATOU-
LA SHIPMATES ASSOCIATION 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 2008 gathering of the USS 
Ponchatoula Shipmates Association. As these 
remarkable Sailors, their families and friends 
spend time together this week, they represent 
over sixty years of dedication to the Navy’s 
core values of Honor, Courage and Commit-
ment. 

These patriotic Americans keep alive the 
memory of their courageous predecessors 
who sailed into harms way aboard namesakes 
of USS Ponchatoula from 1944 until 1992. In 
that timeframe Sailors of that proud ship 
fought in WWII, the Vietnam War, the Cold 
War and other crises around the world. It is 
important that we all pause to imagine the 
courage and stamina it took to sail AOG–38 
almost immediately from shakedown cruise 
into the battle of Okinawa. Carrying over a 
thousand tons of highly flammable fuel and 
limited to a maximum speed of ten (10) knots, 
the crew of only 62 brave souls spent days 
defending their precious cargo, and one an-
other so that innumerable ships and small 
craft could support the invasion of Okinawa. 
All the while they knew that a torpedo, Kami-
kaze attack, or a simple electrical or propul-
sion fire could cause their ship and all on-
board to be quickly lost in a conflagration of 
the most devastating form. With her mission 
complete AOG–38 got underway 14 Decem-

ber 1945 to transit home to the United States 
for deactivation. 

Thankfully, it is a custom of our great Navy 
to reward the courageous performance of a 
ship and crew in combat by renaming a suc-
cessor to that ship. And so it was, when USS 
Ponchatoula (AOG–38 and later T–AO–148) 
was built by proud craftsmen, some no doubt 
from the 7th Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania, in Camden, NJ and commissioned in 
January 1956. From 1956 until 1992 new gen-
erations of U.S. Navy Sailors and Military Sea-
lift Command Mariners served proudly over 
most of the globe in supporting the ever ex-
panding striking power of our naval forces. 

In my thirty-one years of naval service, I 
was often reminded that ‘‘tactics are for ama-
teurs and logistics are for experts.’’ It has 
been ships and crews like the USS 
Ponchatoula who have been the foundation of 
our nation’s sea power by affording naval 
commanders and planners the logistics, mobil-
ity, flexibility and persistence necessary to win 
every engagement and deter many more. 

Madam Speaker it gives me great pleasure 
to acknowledge the efforts of my constituent 
and Navy Veteran, Mr. John J. Bury of Media, 
PA and the officers of the USS Ponchatoula 
Shipmates Association for their commitment to 
their ship, one another and the future Sailors 
who will answer our nation’s call to go down 
to the sea in defense of our precious free-
doms. 

To the USS Ponchatoula Shipmates Asso-
ciation our nation says ‘‘Bravo Zulu’’ and God 
Speed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VICTORIA 
MANFREDI ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Victoria Manfredi on the occa-
sion of her retirement from St. Louis de 
Montfort School in Oak Lawn, Illinois. An out-
standing educator and a resident of Oak 
Lawn, Illinois, Vicky now celebrates over 35 
years of involvement in her school and com-
munity. 

Today, with the support of family: Frank, 
Lisa, John, and Anna Victoria, we honor Vicky 
for her outstanding contribution to the field of 
Catholic education. Over the past 35 years, 
Mrs. Manfredi has proven a trusted colleague, 
an active volunteer, a Christian role model, 
and a teacher who has opened hearts, 
touched lives, and enlightened the young 
minds of countless students. 

Vicky Manfredi began her work while her 
daughter attended St. Louis de Montfort over 
30 years ago. Vicky served as a volunteer 
coach, instructional aide, and Eucharistic min-
ister. Seven years ago, Vicky accepted a new 
challenge: working as a kindergarten teacher. 
In her new role she earned the praise of the 
administration, colleagues, parents and stu-
dents alike. Her classroom was a happy place, 
a safe haven for children and an environment 
where students excelled academically. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
Mrs. Victoria Manfredi, an exceptional teacher 
and pillar in my community. I am honored to 
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have such an exceptional educator in my dis-
trict. We offer heartfelt congratulations to Vicky 
for a job well done as we wish Vicky and her 
family a joyous celebration of this milestone as 
she begins a new chapter in her life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2008 
EXPLORAVISION AWARD WINNERS 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
want to congratulate Timothy Zako, Enzo 
Fantin-Yusta, and Ahsan Mahmood for their 
outstanding performance in the 2008 
ExploraVision Award. These seventh graders 
from West Hills Middle School in West Bloom-
field, Michigan, along with their coaches Paul 
Sanchez and Amy Burke embody the innova-
tive spirit of America. Together this team suc-
ceeded in capturing second place in this pres-
tigious regional competition. 

The ExploraVision Awards, which are spon-
sored by Toshiba and the National Science 
Teachers Association, are awarded to stu-
dents of all ages for combining their imagina-
tions with the tools of science to create and 
explore a vision of tomorrow’s technology. 
Students of different interest, ability, and skill 
levels develop new technologies utilizing their 
creative thinking and problem solving skills. 

The students from West Hills Middle School 
sought out to find a new method for treating 
lazy eye and strabismus, a condition where 
ones’ eyes are misaligned. These conditions, 
which affect roughly four percent of children in 
America, are often treated with eye-patches or 
in some instances surgery. These treatments 
limit the activities that children can participate 
in, can lower the child’s self esteem, and in 
the most severe cases require extremely 
invasive surgery. 

Utilizing existing technologies, the students 
were able to develop a prototype that could be 
worn like eyeglasses, and could be turned on 
and off as needed so that the child could use 
both eyes together and see in three dimen-
sions at least some of the time. The Stra-
bismus Glasses, as they named them, would 
help a child’s self-esteem by allowing them to 
treat their condition without having to use an 
eye-patch. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to congratulate 
these students for their amazing and creative 
work. I am proud of the initiative these young 
people have shown. Theirs is a shining exam-
ple of what we are all capable of achieving 
with just a little imagination and some hard 
work. 

f 

ONE WORLD NOW 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I sub-
mit the following: 

WHAT I CAN DO 
(By Philmon Haile) 

First of all I would like to thank Kirstin 
Hayden and all of the One World Now folks 

for inviting me to speak here today; and for 
bringing me home from our nation’s capitol. 

When I was a younger man I dreamt I could 
change the world. However, as I grew older 
and wiser I realized that the world was too 
big and immovable and would not change. 
Consequently, I decided to take on a nar-
rower target and change my country. How-
ever, as I grew older and wiser, I realized my 
country was too big, too fixed in its way of 
doing things, immovable and would not 
change. I therefore decided to address my 
city and community. However, once again as 
I grew older and wiser I realized that my city 
and community were too large and immov-
able and would not change. So, I decided that 
one last time I would try and change those 
nearest to me: my friends and family. But, as 
I had learned so many times before, those 
nearest to me—my friends and family— 
would not change. The problems I saw in the 
world included violence, intolerance, and 
racism. Broken and divided schools and cit-
ies, racial slurs, being spoken and glorified 
through the media. Growing up I heard 
phrases like ‘‘you’re not black enough’’, to 
any African-American who stepped outside 
the circle and made white friends and lis-
tened to any other music other than Rap, or 
played any other sports besides basketball. I 
think ‘‘you’re not black enough’’ is just an-
other way to say you don’t have sufficient 
hate for others. If being black means to hate, 
then I would rather be green. Of course this 
isn’t what it means to be black. I’ve heard of 
genocide and gang violence. When I was 
born, my home country Eritrea had just fin-
ished a thirty-year war for independence 
from Ethiopia. A war is still going on today 
between the two countries, with a tense bor-
der conflict plaguing the people. I am close 
to this war because both parents were in-
volved in it, a facet of my personal and fam-
ily history. These problems are so real to me 
I pray every night for the safety of grand-
parents, who—as I speak—continue to live in 
a war torn country run by a dictator. Be-
cause these issues are so real, I spend a lot of 
time thinking about why this happens. 

I found the problem. People hurt each 
other because they had no idea what it felt 
to be the other party. I knew the answer too, 
and I thought the best way to end all of this 
was through education; uniting people 
through education; giving them a chance to 
learn about each other so they can coexist 
peacefully. 

Now, as I stand here, old and tired at the 
ripe old age of 17, I finally get it. Perhaps if 
I abolished my own stereotypes, I could have 
impacted my friends and family. Their 
change in turn may have influenced more 
people and could have changed my city and 
community and—who knows—maybe even 
my country and the world: a ripple effect 
like a pebble in the pond. 

Let’s be honest with ourselves—anyone 
who grows in this world has certain estab-
lished mind sets and we all need to tear them 
down before we can progress and accept peo-
ple for who they are. 

In order to be a successful leader, one must 
be willing to give up certain ideas, decisions 
and a degree of popularity in order to nego-
tiate, mediate and decide what is in the best 
interest of the whole. The persona you create 
around you is how people perceive you. With-
out a positive attitude I’ve learned the abil-
ity to lead others confidently and work to-
gether is greatly diminished. Qualities of 
tolerance, openness, and optimism are what 
One World Now represents and instills in all 
their students, qualities that will reside and 
resonate forever. 

When I came to Garfield High School, I 
never thought that I could take Chinese es-
pecially for free, or much less use those 
skills and afford to study abroad. You know, 

my brother studied abroad just as I hope to. 
I know my family couldn’t afford to send 
both my brother and me abroad. I know this 
is the case for many other people traveling 
on a One World Now! Scholarship. After my 
older brother, Robel discovered One World 
Now! I wanted to do it. We have a ‘‘typical’’ 
older-younger brother relationship, so he 
tells me that only upper classmen can be in-
volved, so being the gullible freshman I was, 
I believed him, only to learn my sophomore 
year that freshmen were enrolled in One 
World Now! classes. It is amazing what One 
World Now! is doing, offering high school 
students classes in the two most critical 
world languages: Arabic and Chinese. Believe 
me, in my position as a Congressional Page, 
I hear about the Middle East and China in 
debates almost every day. If our leaders 
knew Chinese and Arabic and understood 
their cultures, this world would be a much 
different place. If they could have been in-
volved in One World Now, they would have a 
better understanding. One World Now is 
more than just Chinese and Arabic classes 
and the free food at Friday leadership meet-
ings: it is a melting pot—a place where I was 
exposed to many different cultures, races, 
and religions; a place where I made many 
good friends. Every week that I went to One 
World Now classes, I grew a little bit. I 
sometimes got tired of them saying ‘‘get out 
of your comfort zone’’ and ‘‘be passionate’’, 
but that was what really happened, at every 
meeting I felt I was stripped of all the walls 
I put up and just showed the bare and true 
Philmon. That’s how you really gain social 
skills and grow as a person. There are so 
many different types of people you don’t 
know how to act, so just act like yourself. 
That’s how you really build character. The 
change that has occurred in me is something 
I can’t describe, something deep within has 
changed. I am now able to communicate my 
ideas better, more powerfully. The only 
thing I can’t communicate is the change 
that has occurred because it so deep within 
me, but resonates and I can always feel it. 
This is all because of One World Now and the 
opportunities offered me from their influ-
ence. Through One World Now, I’ve really 
walked a thousand miles. I am a different 
person than when I was a sophomore. 

When I was invited to be a U.S. House of 
Representatives Page and I accepted, I felt 
both sad and happy. The sadness came when 
I realized I would not be able to take One 
World Now classes every other day. Before I 
accepted, I went to the One World Now office 
and asked how this would affect my member-
ship at One World Now. They told me that I 
will always be a part of the One World Now 
family, and that I could even apply to go to 
China with them this summer. I came to DC 
sad that I wouldn’t be able to take Chinese 
in a formal Chinese class setting provided by 
One World Now, but I was determined I 
would not give up. I found the Chinese Cul-
tural Center, and learned I could take Chi-
nese there. So I went over there and they 
asked questions like ‘‘how long have you 
been taking Chinese?’’ and I told them one 
year, so they gave their second year test be-
cause they only offered up to Chinese level 
the level I should have been at. I took the 
test and they told me that I was too ad-
vanced to take their classes, so Teacher Sun 
(find her in the audience) if you’re in the 
room, you taught me well. So I decided to 
become a volunteer and asked if they could 
only speak to me in Chinese. While in DC I 
still called my old Chinese classmates and 
teacher, to make sure I was caught up to 
where I needed to be. I was now ready to reap 
the benefits of the Congressional Page pro-
gram. 

In this program I am able watch the de-
bates of our country’s architects. I think it 
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is a blessing to watch the people who serve 
our country pass legislation. I have a new- 
found respect for the Congress of this nation. 
This program is perfect for me. Young people 
are asked what they want to be when they 
grow up, and I always had no idea, so I would 
fabricate one of the many formulated an-
swers and say something like a doctor or a 
lawyer, not really knowing exactly what I 
was saying. Now I think I know. Just like 
Members of Congress, I want to devote my 
life to service and make a difference in the 
world. I would to be an Ambassador and 
work with different institutions around the 
world to make a change. Change to bring my 
home country of Eritrea, and bring its peo-
ple, my people out of the straggling choke- 
hold of poverty, to bring peace to the border 
conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopia. Peo-
ple of these countries are the same: they 
share the same religion, culture, and values, 
divided only by politics. 

A quote from George Bernard Shaw de-
scribes exactly how I feel: 

‘‘This is the true joy in life, the being used 
for a purpose recognized by yourself as a 
mighty one: the being a force of nature in-
stead of a feverish selfish little clod of ail-
ments and grievances complaining that the 
world will not devote itself to making you 
happy. I am of the opinion that my life be-
longs to the whole community and as long as 
I can live it is my privilege to do for it what-
ever I can. I want to be thoroughly used up 
when I die, for harder I work the more I live, 
I rejoice in life for its sake’’. 

All this would not be possible without One 
World Now. Ms. Kristin Hayden nominated 
me to Congressman Jim McDermott, Demo-
crat from the Seventh Congressional District 
of Washington State. When I was lucky 
enough to get into the program, I was then 
one of ten Pages selected to stay for a second 
semester to be a role model for the new 
Pages who were coming in for the Spring 
Session. 

While in DC, I have thought about my 
summer a great deal. I would like to travel 
to China on a One World Now scholarship. I 
know this will be a fantastic. I am truly ex-
cited about traveling this summer. I will 
never forget what One World Now scholar-
ships have offered me. Opportunities like 
these don’t come every day, and One World 
Now isn’t just an every day occurrence. I can 
guarantee you that Kirstin Hayden is tal-
ented and passionate; able to speak Russian 
and being a great entrepreneur that started 
this extraordinary program from scratch. 

This program started five years ago at 
Ingram High School, with one language, Chi-
nese, and twelve students. Now this program 
has extended itself to Garfield, Cleveland, 
Roosevelt, Rainier Beach, and Franklin High 
Schools—six different schools! I hope that it 
can continue to spread and impact many 
other high school students and make the dif-
ference in their lives as it has made in my 
life. 

This reminds me of an anecdote. It is about 
a young man who tries to make a difference 
in the world: 

It was high tide and there were thousands 
of Starfishes washed up ashore, and a man 
saw a young man throwing star fish back 
into the sea, and asked 

‘‘What are you doing?’’ 
The young man paused, looked up and re-

plied, ‘‘Throwing Starfish back into the 
ocean.’’ 

‘‘I guess I should have asked; why are you 
are throwing Starfish into the ocean?’’ said 
the bystander. 

‘‘The sun is up and the tide is going out 
and if I don’t throw them in they’ll die.’’ 

The young man said. 
‘‘But don’t you realize that there are miles 

and miles of beach and Starfish all along it, 
you can’t possibly make a difference!’’ 

The young man listened politely, then bent 
down, picked up another Starfish and threw 
it into the sea, past the breaking waves. ‘‘It 
made a difference for that one.’’ 

One World Now is the young man making 
a difference in students’ lives. I am an exam-
ple of that difference being made. And guess 
what? I am going to make a difference in 
others lives also. One World Now makes its 
difference in a very unique way, I think this 
is why One World Now is so great! It empow-
ers those, like me, who have found their 
commitment in life. One World Now is worth 
supporting. One World Now is worth attend-
ing. It’s lasting legacy, it’s gifts to Seattle 
and to the Nation, are the gifts of students 
like me. As I grow older and wiser, I realize 
that the more I serve my community, I 
change myself for the better, and I am also 
changing the world. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.J. RES. 90, 
COMMENDING THE BARTER THE-
ATRE ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 
75TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RICK BOUCHER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce a resolution commending 
the Barter Theatre on the occasion of its 75th 
anniversary. It is the longest continuously 
functioning live stage theater in the U.S. 

The Barter Theatre is located in my home-
town of Abingdon, Virginia. It was founded in 
1933. In the midst of the Great Depression, 
money was difficult to obtain, and families 
were reluctant to use it on such a luxury as a 
theater performance. Yet founder Robert 
Porterfield offered a novel solution: Patrons 
could view live theater performances in ex-
change for fresh produce or livestock. This 
successful ‘‘ham for Hamlet’’ arrangement in-
spired the name, ‘‘Barter Theatre.’’ 

In its 75 years of existence, the Barter The-
atre has established itself as a favorite des-
tination for regional, national, and international 
visitors. Its popularity prompted the Virginia 
General Assembly in 1946 to designate the 
Barter Theatre as the State Theater of Vir-
ginia. 

As a premiere tourist attraction in southwest 
Virginia, the theatre makes a significant eco-
nomic and cultural contribution to the region. 
The town of Abingdon and its surrounding lo-
calities benefit from the theatre’s ability to at-
tract more than 145,000 guests annually to its 
productions. 

The Barter Theatre is also a valuable edu-
cational resource, reaching thousands of chil-
dren each season through its productions at 
Barter and Barter Stage II. Additionally, the 
Barter Players, the touring company of the 
theatre, travels to eight States each year per-
forming at schools and community venues. 
Recently, Barter has created and implemented 
an innovative internet educational program 
which teaches students about artistic and 
technical theatrical elements using a Web- 
based interactive program available to class-
rooms across the region. This program ex-
poses students to a side of a theatrical pro-
duction that they might not have experienced 
otherwise. 

I commend and congratulate the Barter The-
atre for its contributions to our region and for 

its many successes over the past 75 years. 
Passage of the resolution I have introduced 
commending the theater will be a fitting tribute 
to its many years of cultural contribution. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COMMER-
CIAL ADVERTISEMENT LOUD-
NESS MITIGATION ACT 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, most Ameri-
cans are not overjoyed to watch television 
commercials, but they are willing to tolerate 
them to sustain free over-the-air television. 
What annoys all of us is the sudden increase 
of volume when commercials are aired. 

While the FCC does not specifically regulate 
the volume of TV programs or TV commer-
cials, broadcasters are required to have equip-
ment that limits the peak power they can use 
to send out their audio and video signals. This 
means the loudest TV commercial can never 
be louder than the loudest part of any TV pro-
gram. 

A TV program has a mix of audio levels. 
There are loud parts and soft parts. Nuance is 
used to build the dramatic effect. Most adver-
tisers don’t want nuance. They want to grab 
our attention, and to do this, they record every 
part of it as loud as possible. The peak levels 
of commercials are no higher than the peak 
levels of program content, but those peaks are 
sustained for longer periods in commercials. 

I’ve introduced the Commercial Advertise-
ment Loudness Mitigation Act, CALM Act, to 
address the volume of commercials. The bill 
would mandate that the FCC within one year 
enact rules requiring that advertisements not 
be excessively noisy and that they must be at 
the same volume as the television program-
ming they accompany. 

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor this sen-
sible bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF POLICE LIEUTENANT MONTY 
A. SHIPP FROM THE FAIRFIELD 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Police Lieutenant Monty A. Shipp 
who faithfully served the residents of the cities 
of Fairfield and Concord since 1981. 

Prior to becoming a police officer, Lieuten-
ant Shipp served 4 years in the United States 
Air Force from December 1977 to December 
1981. Upon receiving an honorable discharge 
with an Air Force Commendation Medal and a 
Good Conduct Medal, Lieutenant Shipp con-
tinued his service to his country and commu-
nity by joining the Concord Police Department. 

Lieutenant Shipp served with the Concord 
Police Department for 4 years before being 
hired by the Fairfield Police Department. He 
showed considerable talent and promise and 
was promoted to Police Sergeant on March 
23, 1990. His contributions to the police de-
partment could be seen in a variety of ways 
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as he performed supervisor duties in patrol, 
training, and investigations. 

Lieutenant Shipp continued to distinguish 
himself showing superb moral character and a 
commitment to helping his community through 
his role with SAFE Team from 1987 to 1999. 
His hard work with such a worthy cause is just 
one of many admirable and laudable accom-
plishments of Lieutenant Shipp’s career. 

Lieutenant Shipp’s decades of service and 
endless hard work culminated in his being 
granted the prestigious Distinguished Service 
Medal in December of 2001. 

His well deserved promotion to lieutenant 
occurred on July 9, 2004. As a lieutenant, he 
became a well known role model for the patrol 
officers and investigation detectives with 
whom he worked. Lieutenant Shipp’s strong 
character and positive influence were evident 
every day he was on the force. 

Lieutenant Shipp embodies so many of the 
qualities that make for the best police officers. 
He is a loyal representative of the law enforce-
ment community and will always be remem-
bered and admired for work ethic, dedication, 
and impact on our cities. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO STUART G. 
MOLDAW 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of my good friend 
Stuart G. Moldaw who passed away at the 
age of 81 on Saturday, May 24, 2008. Stuart 
is survived by his beloved wife, Phyllis, daugh-
ters Carol and Susan Moldaw, and four grand-
children. 

A native of Boston and the son of a Russian 
immigrant, Stuart enlisted in the Navy in 1944 
before using the G.I. Rill to attend Syracuse 
University where he met his future wife, Phyllis 
lsraelson of Portland, Maine. After graduating 
in 1949 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing 
and Economics, Stuart began his retail career 
at Le Bon Marche, a department store in Low-
ell, Massachusetts, and married Phyllis in 
1950. 

He then moved to California to work for an-
other retailer, Lerner Shops, where he became 
a district manager and oversaw the opening of 
more than 20 Lerner stores, including ones in 
Oakland and the Stanford Shopping Center. In 
1958, Stuart opened his first retail business, 
Country Casuals, in Palo Alto. 

He also started Pic-a-Dilly, one of the coun-
try’s earliest off-price apparel chains in 1973, 
and co-founded Athletic Shoe Factory in 1979, 
which featured national brands at discounted 
prices. Both chains were later sold. He also 
co-founded V.S. Venture Partners, a Mendo 
Park-based venture capital firm. 

Stuart was a longtime Bay Area resident, 
pioneer entrepreneur and philanthropist who 
helped transform a small chain of local depart-
ment stores into the Pleasanton-based retail 
giant Ross Dress for Less. Ross Stores Inc., 
acquired by Stuart in 1982, is a Fortune 500 
company with $6.1 billion in sales over the last 
12 months, more than 900 stores in 27 states 

and more than 40,000 employees. The original 
investors in the Ross venture included another 
Bay Area retail pioneer, Mervin G. Morris, the 
founder of Mervyns, who had recently retired 
before becoming one of the Ross investors. 

In a career that spanned more than a half- 
century, Stuart, a resident of Atherton, also 
helped launch several other retail ventures, in-
cluding Sail Francisco-based Gymboree, a 
children’s clothing retail chain launched in 
1986. At the time of his death, Stuart was 
chairman emeritus of both Ross Stores and 
San Francisco-based Gymboree Corp. 

Stuart Moldaw cared deeply about people 
and directed himself to make the world a bet-
ter place. He was well-respected for his pas-
sion and commitment to improving the lives of 
those around him and was appointed by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton as a Public Delegate to the 
U.S. Mission at the United Nations in 1993 
and as Chairman of the White House Com-
mission on Presidential Scholars in 1996. In 
2000, Governor Gray Davis appointed him to 
chair California’s World Trade Commission, 
and 2 years later he was appointed to Califor-
nia’s Little Hoover Commission. He also 
served on the boards of many Bay Area non- 
profits, including the Boys and Girls Club of 
the Peninsula, the Palo Alto Medical Founda-
tion, the Jewish Community Endowment Fund 
and the San Francisco Museum of Modern 
Art. He gave tirelessly of himself to his family, 
friends, colleagues and community and set the 
highest standard for others to follow. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring the life 
and accomplishments of Stuart G. Moldaw. 
His decades of contributions to his community 
and his country stand as lasting legacies of a 
life lived well. How privileged I am to have 
known him, represented him and to have had 
him as my friend. America is better because of 
him. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF BRIAN EMERICK 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, one of my 
constituents Brian Emerick, paid me a visit last 
year to relate the story of his fight against 
ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s disease. He left me with 
these words, ‘‘Future generations must not 
face this disease with no known cause or 
cure. For the Emerick family, the challenge to 
strike out Lou Gehrig’s disease comes with 
the highest imaginable significance—to honor 
the lives of past generations who died of the 
disease like my father, to improve the well- 
being of individuals currently living with the 
disease like myself, and to protect the health 
of future generations, like my children.’’ 

On Easter Sunday of this year, Brian fin-
ished his courageous battle with ALS with the 
same dignity with which he lived his entire life. 
It is his life that we are here to honor and his 
commitment to finding a cure for this disease 
that we are here to remember and pursue. 
Brian’s story represents great hope that helps 
move us toward action to defeat ALS. 

Brian’s life was not and can not be defined 
solely by his courageous fight against ALS, 

because he lived a full life that touched many 
before and after his diagnoses. Brian worked 
his way through school and college and later 
flew helicopters in the U.S. Army. He then 
went on to become a respected worker and 
leader at Rock-Tenn Paper Corporation. Brian 
had a well-known work ethic and never 
missed a day of work because of sickness. He 
continued working after his diagnosis and 
even when he visited the ALS clinic at Baptist 
Hospital he would tell doctors, ‘‘I really don’t 
get sick, I’m actually as healthy as anyone 
could be if it weren’t for this disease that 
keeps slowing me down.’’ 

The man who was a loving husband was 
also an amazing father. The man who was a 
tireless worker was also loved and honored in 
his work, his community and his church. And 
finally, that man who did all of those wonderful 
things, was also the man who fought ALS with 
courage for the past 3 years. 

Brian, who never liked to take so much as 
a Tylenol, eventually took 27 pills a day and 
participated in five different clinical drug stud-
ies to help fight that deadly disease. Brian, 
who tried never to ask people for help unless 
he absolutely needed it, raised more than 
$25,000 in the last 2 years on ALS walks with 
his family and friends. Brian, who had never 
before been in a congressional meeting, tire-
lessly walked the halls of Congress to advo-
cate on behalf of those suffering with this 
deadly disease. 

Brian ended his remarkable life journey and 
began a final journey when he finished his 
battle with ALS on Easter Sunday of this year. 
But Brian would have reminded us today that 
the battle to defeat ALS is still ongoing. 
Brian’s life story reminds us what it means to 
live each day with love and in pursuit of ideals 
that truly matter. We honor Brian’s life by fac-
ing the challenge to defeat ALS, with honesty 
and commitment to action that improves the 
lives of others. 

f 

MARY BAUMANN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Mary Baumann, of Savan-
nah, Missouri. Mary recently retired as Andrew 
County Youth Program Assistant. 

Mary Baumann began her dedicated service 
to the 4–H Program in 1976, after serving 15 
years as secretary to the Andrew County Ex-
tension Council. Mary’s leadership and teach-
ing has helped many youths as they learned 
through programs sponsored by the 4–H pro-
gram. Mrs. Baumann is well respected and 
recognized as a leader throughout the North-
west Missouri University Extension region. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in recognizing Mary Baumann, whose 
dedication and service to the community has 
been truly outstanding. I commend Mary on an 
exceptional career, and I am honored to serve 
her in the United States Congress. 
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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 

OF POLICE OFFICER ROBERT 
LOWN FROM THE FAIRFIELD PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Police Officer Robert Lown, who 
faithfully served the city of Fairfield for over 35 
years. 

Officer Lown began his distinguished career 
with the Fairfield Police Department on August 
1, 1969. During that time, he worked a variety 
of assignments including patrol and investiga-
tion. His work as a committed robbery and 
burglary investigator from 1988 to 2005 led to 
the solving of many cases, to the benefit of 
the entire community. The skills Officer Lown 
possessed in this field were second to none in 
the department. 

Officer Lown’s experience and dedication as 
an investigator earned him a Distinguished 
Service Award in June 1999. 

His commitment to law enforcement and in-
vestigation will always be remembered and 
admired by the Fairfield community for his 
work ethic, dedication, and impact on our cit-
ies. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF CAPTAIN CHARLES L. 
STUPPARD FOR HIS OUT-
STANDING TOUR OF DUTY IN 
THE WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Captain Charles L. 
Stuppard, United States Navy for his out-
standing tour of duty in the war in the Middle 
East. As of today, he is completing one full 
year of military service as the Commander of 
Task Group 56.6 based in Kuwait. Over the 
past 12 months, Captain Stuppard supported 
over 10,000 individual sailors during their de-
ployment in Kuwait, Iraq, or Afghanistan. He 
supervised in-processing for over 17,000 
Navy, Air Force, and Department of Defense 
civilian personnel as they are deployed to the 
Middle East. Captain Stuppard visited many 
forward deployed forces throughout Iraq, Af-
ghanistan and Africa. 

Captain Stuppard Task Group coordinated 
the training of over 3,000 sailors in High Mo-
bility Multi-Purpose Wheeled Vehicles Egress, 
Tactical Movement, Counter and Close Quar-
ters Marksmanship in order to meet current re-
quirements. Such training ensured that deploy-
ing sailors have the most up-to-date informa-
tion on the current situation, particularly in a 
desert environment. Captain Stuppard fought 
tirelessly to acquire up-to-date armored vehi-
cles for use by sailors traveling outside of the 
protected areas. Such action had a direct and 
positive impact on the level of protection given 
to the sailors from improved explosive de-
vices, rocket propelled grenade, mines, and 
small arms fire. Consequently, he enhanced 
the sailors’ war fighting capabilities and surviv-
ability as forward deployed units. 

Captain Stuppard graduated from Cornell 
University in 1982 with a bachelor of science 
degree in mechanical and aerospace engi-
neering. In 1998, Captain Stuppard obtained 
his master’s degree in national security and 
strategic studies at the Naval War College in 
Newport, RI. He is currently a doctoral student 
at Salve Regina University in Newport, RI. 

Captain Stuppard’s accomplishments and 
achievements are truly outstanding and serve 
as an example to all citizens throughout our 
country, the United States of America. Captain 
Stuppard is a true gentleman and an out-
standing American. I congratulate Captain 
Charles L. Stuppard for a job well done while 
serving in the Middle East. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
CLYDE SMYTH 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Speaker, it is a great 
privilege for me to rise today to recognize the 
contributions of Clyde Smyth, a member of my 
staff since 1994. Clyde has generously served 
the United States and the Santa Clarita com-
munity over the years by identifying worthy 
students in the 25th Congressional District of 
California for appointment to the military acad-
emies. After years of offering his leadership 
and expertise and effecting change throughout 
the district, it is a great pleasure to recognize 
Mr. Smyth on the occasion of his retirement. 

Clyde’s story is one of absolute service at 
every turn. He is a man of honor and integrity 
who has given of himself for the betterment of 
those around him. Clyde first came to the 
Santa Clarita Valley in 1969 to serve as prin-
cipal of Placerita Junior High and later served 
the William S. Hart High School district as su-
perintendent from 1974 until 1992. He is a 
true American hero who also served in the 
United States Army during the Korean war. 
After our community of Santa Clarita incor-
porated, Clyde was elected to the city council 
in 1994 where he served with honor for 4 
years and as mayor for a year. 

Clyde Smyth has instilled strong core values 
and the desire to give back in his family as 
well as in his community. He is an example for 
his sons and also for all those who meet him. 
To know Clyde is to be inspired to be a better 
person. While Clyde is retiring from his current 
position on my staff, I am certain that he is not 
done working. I know Clyde as a man who, 
through his words and deeds, has dem-
onstrated his desire to lend a helping hand, 
and I can’t imagine that retirement would 
change that. 

On behalf of myself and the many young 
men and women who have been helped di-
rectly by his work, I offer sincere gratitude to 
Mr. Clyde Smyth and wish him and his wife 
Sue all the best in his retirement years. 

TRIBUTE TO SHEILA MARY 
SULLIVAN PETERSON 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Sheila Mary 
Sullivan Peterson who passed away on May 
22, 2008 in her home in Menlo Park, Cali-
fornia. She leaves behind her beloved hus-
band Ronald C. Peterson and her children, 
Molly, Kathleen, and Michael. 

The eldest daughter of justice Raymond L. 
Sullivan and Winifred Carreras Sullivan of San 
Francisco, Shelia dedicated her life to edu-
cation and the improvement of the lives of oth-
ers. A former trustee of Sacred Heart Schools 
in Atherton and a recipient of the St. Mad-
eleine Sophie Award for service to the 
schools, she was a blue-ribbon graduate of 
the Convent of the Sacred Heart in Atherton 
and a graduate of Lone Mountain, the San 
Francisco College for Women. She taught at 
Winfield Scott and Alamo schools in San Fran-
cisco and was a member of the Catholic Com-
munity at Stanford. 

In addition to all those who loved her in the 
community and in the classrooms, she was 
the beloved sister of R. Lawrence Sullivan, Jr., 
Philip Sullivan, Mary Ward, and Mother Agnes 
of the Cross O.C.D. (Patricia Sullivan), a won-
derful sister-in-law and aunt to numerous Pe-
ters, Sullivans, and Wards; a close cousin to 
members of the Wade, Carreras, and Sullivan 
families. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring the life 
of Sheila Mary Sullivan Peterson and extend 
our sympathy to her family. Through her many 
contributions to her family, friends, students, 
and community she has left a lasting legacy of 
love, faith, and mentorship which will never be 
forgotten and which will live forever in all of us 
blessed to have known her. She graced our 
lives and our community, made our country 
better and now enhances the heavens with 
her presence. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3021, 21ST CENTURY 
GREEN HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 4, 2008 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Chairman, as a member 
of the Education and Labor Committee I would 
like to address an issue of concern with H.R. 
3021, the 21st Century Green High-Performing 
Public School Facilities Act. Specifically, I 
bring to my colleagues’ attention the fact that 
one of our Nation’s most sustainable, renew-
able, and environmentally positive industries 
may be unfairly disadvantaged in the legisla-
tion that came before the House, June 4, 
2008. The U.S. hardwood industry, which is 
prevalent in my own North Carolina district, 
but also extends 13,959 total facilities through-
out the country, may not be adequately recog-
nized by any of the requirements we are put-
ting into law for our Nation’s schools. It would 
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be a travesty to have our prized native hard-
woods effectively removed from new building 
projects only to be substituted with materials 
from foreign sources or less suitable alter-
native materials, often at higher costs. 

The United States Government is required 
under Federal law to undertake a nationwide 
inventory of forest resources. The most recent 
inventory published in 2007 by the U.S. Forest 
Service and referred to as the ‘‘RPA Assess-
ment,’’ shows that hardwood growth has con-
sistently exceeded harvest for the last 50 
years. Between 1953 and 2007, the volume of 
U.S. hardwood growing stock has more than 
doubled. This solid growth in America’s hard-
wood resource, coupled with the forest laws in 
the United States, provide strong evidence of 
good governance and efficient forest regula-
tions. 

Specifically, I would ask that any green 
building standard required by H.R. 3021 give 
adequate consideration to a number of criteria: 

First, forest certification requirements in-
cluded in green building standards still have 
very low participation amongst U.S. hardwood 
family forest owners. The vast majority of 
American hardwoods are grown in the eastern 
United States, where around 73 percent of 
hardwood forest land is privately owned by 
families whose ownership stretches back sev-
eral generations. There are approximately 4 
million private forest owners in the U.S. with 
an average parcel of land 50 acres in size 
which may be harvested only a few times in 
any generation of owners. When considering 
green building legislation, I would ask that the 
record reflect that we recognize the environ-
mental credentials of American hardwoods in 
addition to any specific green building stand-
ards. 

Second, a typical American hardwood mill 
buys timber from approximately 1,800 forest 
owners in a single year. Those set of forest 
owners can differ completely from year to 
year. The certification requirements that are 
referenced in H.R. 3021 do not adequately ad-
dress the challenges hardwood manufacturers 
face when working with thousands of owners 
to in effect ‘‘prove’’ the origin of the wood. It 
is understandable that finding certified hard-
wood is difficult at best. Any green building 
legislation should not discriminate against this 
proven renewable and viable resource in the 
United States on the basis of certification chal-
lenges. 

Lastly, any geographical limitations should 
be broad enough to allow U.S. products man-
ufactured in one vicinity to be used in another 
part of the country. I am proud of the many 
Fifth District constituents who make products 
such as flooring and wood trim for projects 
throughout the world. Eastern or Midwestern 
manufacturers should not be prohibited from 
supplying their West Coast markets, nor vice 
versa, due to arbitrary geographical limitations 
put in place by green building requirements. 
Hardwoods are a natural product and cannot 
suddenly be produced in the proximity of the 
target market. 

It is my understanding that efforts are un-
derway to assure that hardwoods are given 
full consideration in green building standards. 
As we consider mandating these requirements 
I urge that full consideration be given to these 
needed adjustments and that no new school 
construction project be forced to ignore one of 
our vital, beautiful, environmentally beneficial, 
and native material such as hardwoods. 

DR. JIM SCANLON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Dr. Jim Scanlon, of St. Jo-
seph, Missouri. Dr. Scanlon, who has served 
as President of Missouri Western State Uni-
versity since 2001, will be retiring at the end 
of June following a distinguished 30-year ca-
reer devoted to students in higher education. 
Dr. Scanlon has been a great visionary for 
Missouri Western State University and a fine 
leader in building the University’s vision for the 
future. 

Dr. Scanlon leaves behind a number of ac-
complishments. Under his leadership, Missouri 
Western attained University status and added 
new master’s programs in applied sciences 
and applied arts. During his tenure three new 
buildings were added to the campus, one 
building currently under construction, one 
building renovation and addition in the plan-
ning stages, a new university plaza and sev-
eral remodeled campus spaces for students. 
Dr. Scanlon has also championed a regional 
university plan, focusing Western’s resources 
for both the good of the student as well as the 
community and region. 

Dr. Scanlon came to St. Joseph and Mis-
souri Western around the time I was first 
elected to Congress. I have had the wonderful 
opportunity to work with Dr. Scanlon on a 
number of occasions, and I can attest to his 
honesty, integrity, and vision. I know Dr. Scan-
lon’s leadership will truly be missed, but I am 
very thankful for the time we were able to 
share together, and wish him the best in his 
future endeavors. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in recognizing Dr. Jim Scanlon, a true vi-
sionary and tremendous leader who dedicated 
his career to higher education. I commend Dr. 
Scanlon on an exceptional career, and I am 
honored to serve him in the United States 
Congress. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF POLICE CAPTAIN THOMAS G. 
GIUGNI FROM THE FAIRFIELD 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Police Captain Thomas G. Giugni, 
who faithfully served the residents of the cities 
of Walnut Creek and Fairfield since 1978. 

Prior to becoming a police officer, Captain 
Giugni served as a civilian communications 
dispatcher and clerk for the City of Fairfield. 
Captain Giugni went on to work for the Walnut 
Creek Police Department in 1978. 

Captain Giugni served with the Walnut 
Creek Police Department for 9 years before 
returning to work with the Fairfield Police De-
partment. His work and dedication in patrol 
and investigations allowed Captain Giugni to 
become a field training officer in 1993. His 
contributions, as well as his promise, led to his 
promotion to police sergeant on January 20, 
1995. 

Captain Giugni continued to serve as a 
positive role model for his fellow officers in pa-
trol and investigations leading to his promotion 
to police lieutenant on June 30, 2000. His 
leadership success in this position led to 
Giugni’s promotion to police captain on May 3, 
2002. 

Captain Guigni’s 31 years of law enforce-
ment service exemplify the many qualities of 
great police officers. He is a loyal representa-
tive of the law enforcement community and 
leader for both sworn and civilian employees 
and he will always be remembered and ad-
mired for his hard work, dedication and impact 
on our cities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 
STEPHEN BARR DURING HIS 
TENURE AS AN EDITOR AND RE-
PORTER 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to recognize 
the significant contributions of Stephen Barr, 
noted columnist and journalist that paved the 
way for today’s journalistic generation. 

Throughout his career at the Washington 
Post Stephen Barr has served as an anchor to 
both the columnist writing community and the 
avid readers of the newspaper. During his 20 
years at the Washington Post he has worked 
as an editor and reporter serving in the Metro 
News, Style, National News, and the Column 
departments of the newspaper. 

In May 2000, he was selected as the Fed-
eral Diary Columnist after serving 7 years as 
a national staff writer covering Federal man-
agement and personnel issues, ‘‘reinventing 
government,’’ the U.S. Postal Service, vet-
erans’’ affairs, the congressional appropria-
tions process, and government technology 
challenges, including the widely known Year 
2000 computer glitch. 

Steve Barr was born and raised in Nocona, 
Texas, a 1967 graduate of Nocona High 
School and a 1971 graduate of the University 
of Texas at Austin where he received his 
bachelor’s degree in journalism. He also 
served 2 years in the U.S. Army, including one 
year with the 1st Infantry Division in Vietnam. 

With deep appreciation and admiration for 
his continued service, I thank Mr. Stephen 
Barr and wish him the very best in his future 
endeavors. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO HONOR ‘‘GOLDEN 
CIRCLE DAY’’ 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Bethany Baptist Church of 
Brooklyn, its Pastor Dr. David A. Hampton, 
first lady Hope Hampton and its congregants 
in honor of ‘‘Golden Circle Day.’’ 

Dr. David A. Hampton is the tenth Pastor- 
elect of Bethany Baptist Church. Hailing from 
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Indianapolis, Indiana, he is a former scholar 
from Christian Theological Seminary in Indian-
apolis, where he graduated Summa Cum 
laude. As described by his congregants, Pas-
tor Hampton is a dynamic speaker who can 
reach and encourage persons of all ages. As 
indicated by his receipt of numerous awards, 
including the Martin Luther King Human Rights 
Award, Pastor Hampton demonstrates im-
mense dedication and service to his 
congregants and the Brooklyn community. He 
has also been acknowledged by the Center of 
Leadership Development for his outstanding 
leadership skills. 

Pastor Hampton is fortunate to have a 
warm-hearted congregation composed of avid 
Baptists. With his congregants’ strong faith 
and his infallible ability to deliver inspiring 
messages, Pastor Hampton has encouraged 
members of Bethany Baptist to continue in 
their faith and service to their community, 
which establishes Bethany Baptist as an in-
valuable community resource. As such, the 
commitments of Bethany Baptist Church and 
its congregants transcend their faith and is de-
serving of due recognition. 

Further, the members of Bethany Baptist 
Church demonstrate devotion to their faith, 
which is visible in their undying commitment to 
remaining active members of the church for 
over 50 years. In an effort to commemorate 
their contributions, the church has planned 
‘‘Golden Circle Day,’’ which is dedicated to 
honoring those who are a part of the es-
teemed ‘‘Golden Circle.’’ This is a tradition that 
many look forward to because it offers a 
chance to pay homage to members of the 
Bethany Baptist Church family. In keeping with 
the traditions, there will be a host of special 
services slated for June 8, 2008 at Bethany 
Baptist Church, located at 460 Marcus Garvey 
Boulevard in Brooklyn, New York. 

The following members are duly recognized 
as members of Bethany Baptist Church’s 
‘‘Golden Circle.’’ 

Marian Alexander; Annie Anderson; Charles 
Allen; Margaret Allen; Norma Applewhite; 
Virgie Baldwin; Bettie Barbour; Louise Barton; 
Linda Bascombe; and Patricia Belk. 

Gaither Bellamy; Josephine Blaizes; Daisy 
L. Bryant; Essie M. Brooks; Helen Brown; 
Mabel Burroughs; Phyllis M. Bynum; Mary 
Carpenter; and Edith L. Carson. 

Pearl Clarke; Wilbert Clarke; Adeline Clin-
ton; Darnley Crichlow; Barbara D. Crosby; 
Lynda F. Dandridge; Louise Daniels; Gladys 
C. Drake; Willie Edmond; and Ozie Edmond. 

Gloria Ellis; Tommy Felton; Helen Fierce; 
Ethel M. Folk; Frances Ford; Frances Frayer; 
Maurice L. Fredericks; Winifred Fredericks; 
Jusselyn James Gittens; Hyacinth Golden; and 
Fredrick Gordon. 

Katie Graham; Bernice Graves; Iris Hall; 
Elizabeth Halyard; Malcolm Halyard; Richard 
Harris, Sr.; Shirley Harris; Miriam C. Hassell; 
Helen Hill; and Marcia Hill. 

Alberta Holt; Willie Holt; Annie Hubbard; 
Inez B. Hunt; J. Frank Hunt; Thomas O. Irby; 
Amanda M. Jackson; Daniel Jackson; Donza 
James-Frasier; and Jusselyn James-Gittens. 

Mabel Jenkins; Joyce E. Jiggetts; Eddie 
Johnson; Girlene Johnson; Alberta Jones; 
Delores C. Jones; Evelyn P. Jones; Margaret 
Jones-Chaplin; Kay B. Jordan; and Betty 
Keith. 

Rosa M. Key; Mabel Kellogg; Florence O. 
King; Ronald King; Harriet H. Kinebrew; Wade 
N. Lassiter; Lillie B. Lawrence; Jaynette 

Lawson-Jordan; Juanita Lewis; and Lauriano 
Green. 

Priscilla Lucas; Evelyn J. Lymus; Fannie 
Marcus; Joseph F. Mariner; Willie Belle Mar-
iner; Norva T. S. Matthews; Clarence McDon-
ald; Joseph H. McDowere; Frances McDuffie; 
and Eleanor McIntosh. 

Ruth McKie; Mona McLaughlin; Emma Mil-
ler; Arnold Neckles; Molly Neckles; Netty 
Brown-Nembhard; Oswald Nembhard; Jac-
queline Norris; Dorothy Odle; Herbert 
Oestricher; and Sidney Oestricher. 

Jeff Palmer; Bertha Patton; Mildred Peoples; 
Jasper E. Peyton; Mildred D. Pittman; Alfred 
Porter; Fannie Porter; Benjamin Pugh; and 
Earnest Randolph. 

Evelyn Randolph; Juanita Randolph; Leona 
Rhodes; Mary Alice Ridley; Dorothy Rudisel; 
Rosa Sawyer; Helen Seaberry; Alberta Scott; 
Janet Small; and Kittie Sneed. 

Esther Smith; Dorothy Spain; Hazel R. 
Speer; Sadie Stewart; Marie Sullivan; Ger-
trude Sumter; Mamie R. Thomas; Lula Turner; 
Eleanor Warren; and Josephine Washington. 

Frances Watkins; Virgie Whitaker; Doris Wil-
liams; Julia Williams; Teesdale P. Wilson; Jac-
queline Winstead; Patricia Wynn; and Ernest 
Wynn. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND DR. 
REGINALD FLYNN 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise to day 
to honor Reverend Dr. Reginald Flynn as he 
is installed as the new pastor of Foss Avenue 
Baptist Church. The Installation Service will 
take place on Sunday, June 22nd, in my 
hometown of Flint, Michigan. 

Reverend Dr. Flynn was raised in the Flint 
area, graduating from Beecher High School in 
1984. He attended Kalamazoo Valley Commu-
nity College and served in the United States 
Navy. After receiving his honorable discharge 
he relocated to Columbia SC. He received his 
bachelor of arts degree in political science 
from the University of South Carolina. He was 
the executive assistant at the United Way of 
South Carolina. He was picked by the South 
Carolina Department of Social Services and 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to coordinate a 
statewide faith-based foster care and adoption 
program called South Carolina Families for 
Kids and he went on to become the recruit-
ment director of the adoption advocacy pro-
gram, One Church, One Child of South Caro-
lina. He went on to work for IAP Worldwide 
Services, an international emergency manage-
ment firm, and for Merck and Company. He is 
the founder and president of CourTay Prop-
erties, LLC, a real estate investment company. 

Pastor Flynn received his license to preach 
the gospel from Reverend Dr. Charles B. 
Jackson, Sr., at Brookland Baptist Church in 
Columbia and earned his master of divinity de-
gree from Erskine Theological Seminary. He 
was ordained by the Gethsemane Baptist As-
sociation and has completed pastoral assign-
ments at Beulah Baptist Church, and Temple 
Zion Baptist Church. He was elected by his 
colleagues to serve as vice president and prin-
cipal training instructor for the Mt. Hebron Pro-
gressive Association’s Congress of Christian 

Education. He has also served as the adjunct 
professor of religious studies at Benedict Col-
lege. In December 2008 he will receive his 
doctor of ministry degree in pastoral leader-
ship and Urban Studies from Columbia Inter-
national University, graduating with honors. 
Married to First Lady Deloris Flynn, the couple 
has two children, Courtney and Taylor. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Reverend Dr. Reginald Flynn as he 
is installed as pastor of Foss Avenue Baptist 
Church. The sacred and solemn Installation 
Service is the joining of a pastor and con-
gregation to fulfill God’s holy will. May Pastor 
Flynn and Foss Avenue Baptist Church serve 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, for many, many years 
to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF POLICE LIEUTENANT MI-
CHAEL L. HILL FROM THE FAIR-
FIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Police Lieutenant Michael L. Hill 
who faithfully served the residents of the cities 
of Los Angeles and Fairfield for 36 years. 

Prior to becoming a police officer, Lieuten-
ant Hill served as a sleeper fireman with the 
City of Fairfield beginning in 1974. He worked 
in various civilian positions for the city before 
becoming a sworn police officer on September 
10, 1979. Lieutenant Hill began his work with 
the Los Angeles Police Department in April 
1982, before returning to the Fairfield Police 
Department in May 1985. 

Lieutenant Hill continued to demonstrate 
loyalty and dedication to the department earn-
ing his promotion to Police Sergeant on Au-
gust 26, 1988. He served as an inspirational 
leader for the personnel in Patrol, Investiga-
tions, Training and the Professional Standers 
Unit. His commitment to this position resulted 
in his being named Manager of the Year for 
1996. 

His years of service and leadership led to 
his promotion to Acting Police Lieutenant on 
May 3, 2002 and then to his formal appoint-
ment as Police Lieutenant on October 18, 
2002. 

Lieutenant Hill will always be remembered 
and admired for his commitment to the com-
munity as well as his dedication as a leader. 
He is a loyal representative of the law and has 
made a lasting, positive impact on our cities. 

f 

THE ABILITYONE PROGRAM 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. BROWN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
unemployment among people with disabilities 
is a serious matter and one that is all too often 
overlooked. Many Americans do not know the 
depth of this crisis—only 35 percent of people 
with disabilities are able to find jobs. Those 
people with disabilities who are not as fortu-
nate are left to grapple with numerous obsta-
cles to work and are often not provided the 
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opportunity to become independent, self-suffi-
cient wage earners. 

For almost all Americans, employment fo-
cuses on ability. But for people with disabil-
ities, it is often the disability that takes prece-
dence. We all have abilities and as respon-
sible citizens, it is our imperative to apply 
them for the greater good. When all Ameri-
cans work, communities will benefit as people 
with disabilities become self-sufficient, tax-pay-
ing citizens. I commend people with disabilities 
for their tireless efforts to share their abilities 
in the American workplace despite barriers, 
and hope that someday the high unemploy-
ment rate will be a thing of the past. 

I am proud to support a program that helps 
us reach the goal of employment for all: the 
AbilityOne Program. The AbilityOne Program 
provides much-needed employment opportuni-
ties by using the purchasing power of the Fed-
eral Government to buy products and services 
from participating community-based nonprofit 
agencies that are dedicated to training and 
employing individuals with disabilities. In this 
program, people who are blind or who have 
other severe disabilities have the opportunity 
to acquire job skills and training, receive good 
wages and benefits and gain greater inde-
pendence and quality of life. 

In the United States, the program serves 
nearly 38,000 people with disabilities and gen-
erated approximately $369 million in wages 
earned and $1.6 billion in products sold. In 
Georgia alone, over 900 people with disabil-
ities earned $8.7 million in wages last year as 
a result of AbilityOne. I am proud that Geor-
gia’s 10th congressional district is home to 
brand-new AbilityOne contract at the Charlie 
Norwood VA Medical Center. The Honorable 
Charlie was an AbilityOne Congressional 
Champion during his years in office and I am 
proud to carry on his tradition of supporting 
people with disabilities and the fine work they 
do. 

It is with great pleasure that I extend my 
support to the AbilityOne Program, its sup-
porters, and its workers for making a dif-
ference in unemployment among people with 
disabilities in this country. 

f 

REGARDING THE LAND USE RE-
STRICTION PROVISION OF H.R. 
2963, THE PECHANGA LAND 
TRANSFER BILL 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
speak on an important piece of legislation that 
I have authored, H.R. 2963, The Pechanga 
Band of Luiseno Mission Indians Land Trans-
fer Act of 2007. This legislation will place 
1,178 acres of land currently maintained by 
the Bureau of Land Management, BLM, into 
trust for the Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mis-
sion Indians to manage and maintain. These 
lands are part of the Pechanga tribe’s ances-
tral lands and contain numerous cultural, his-
torical, and religious elements of importance to 
them. 

Specifically, I want to discuss Section 2(h) 
of the bill, which is entitled ‘‘Restricted Use of 
Transferred Lands.’’ 

(h) RESTRICTED USE OF TRANSFERRED 
LANDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The lands transferred 
under subsection (a) may be used only for 
the protection, preservation, and mainte-
nance of the archaeological, cultural, and 
wildlife resources thereon. 

(2) NO ROADS.—There shall be no roads 
other than for maintenance purposes con-
structed on the lands transferred under sub-
section (a). 

When the restrictive language in this section 
was initially added to H.R. 4908, the original 
version of the bill I introduced in the 108th 
Congress, it was at the request of former 
House Resources Committee Chairman Rich-
ard Pombo. It was added during the markup of 
the bill on September 22, 2004, with the pur-
pose of ensuring that no commercial, casino 
or gaming related development would take 
place on the lands designated for transfer 
within the bill, and that those lands would be 
maintained as open space for the preserva-
tion, protection, and maintenance of the ar-
chaeological, cultural and wildlife resources 
thereon. The development restrictions were 
added with the assent of representatives of 
the Pechanga tribal government and myself as 
author of the legislation 

Since I reintroduced this bill in the 110th 
Congress, my intent for this section has not 
changed. In fact, development restrictions 
within the bill were strengthened further with 
the addition of a prohibition of the construction 
of any roads upon the transferred land other 
than for the purpose of maintenance of ar-
chaeological, cultural and wildlife resources. 

It is my intention as the author of H.R. 2963 
that the legislation prohibit commercial, casino 
or gaming related construction or development 
on the lands designated in this bill, and that 
they be preserved as open space. I believe 
that the restrictions on the use of transferred 
lands included in this bill are a clear expres-
sion of this intent. Additionally, I have con-
ferred with the Solicitor General’s Office of the 
Department of the Interior who state that the 
wording of Section 2(h) implements this intent 
and the land use restrictions are enforceable 
by the Department of the Interior. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF POLICE OFFICER ANDREW 
CROSS FROM THE FAIRFIELD 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Police Officer Andrew Cross who 
faithfully served in the California police force 
since 1980. 

Officer Cross’s service to our community 
began when he joined the Seaside Police De-
partment in January 1980. From there, he 
transitioned to the Monterey Police Depart-
ment. After 18 years of service to Monterey, 
Officer Cross came to the Fairfield Police De-
partment in December 2000. 

During his time with the Fairfield Police De-
partment, Officer Cross served as a highly re-
garded active patrol officer. 

Officer Cross’s commitment to his commu-
nity was evident on a daily basis. He was a 
loyal representative of the law enforcement 
community, admired for his hard work and 
dedication, and his presence will be missed. 

HONORING MR. AUSTIN SIMON 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary life of Mr. Austin 
Simon. A pioneer and man of great distinction, 
Mr. Simon was the first African-American 
Postmaster in the 9th Congressional District. 
We lost our beloved Austin Simon on May 5, 
2008. Known as ‘‘Si’’ to his loved ones, Mr. 
Simon lived a full and vibrant 81 years, and al-
though his presence will be sorely missed 
among his family and friends, his legacy will 
continue far into the future. 

Austin Simon was born in 1926 in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, to Seymour and Mary 
Simon. Mr. Simon was a retired M.S.C. Post-
master in the Bay Area and was the first Afri-
can-American to head both the Richmond and 
Oakland, California offices. The sheer sub-
stance of such an incredible life accomplish-
ment attests to Mr. Austin’s vitality and en-
ergy. He experienced firsthand some of the 
most important and dynamic moments in the 
struggles of African-Americans in our country 
throughout the last century. Mr. Austin was in-
deed on the frontlines of history, breaking the 
glass ceiling for generations of African-Ameri-
cans pursuing careers in the United States 
Post Office. 

In addition to a distinguished career in the 
postal service, Mr. Simon served his country 
in the United States Army during World War II. 
In his community, Mr. Simon participated as 
an active and committed Mason for more than 
50 years and served as the Honorary Grand 
Master of the Hiram of Tyree Grand Lodge of 
California. He was also a member of the Stars 
of Love No. 22 Order of the Eastern Star for 
50 years. 

Even in his retirement, Mr. Simon was in-
credibly energetic and proved to be an inspir-
ing role-model throughout his life. Mr. Simon 
knew the importance of community steward-
ship and creating lasting relationships with his 
fellow man. After moving to Las Vegas in 
1996, Mr. Simon was quick to become en-
gaged in his new community and search out 
new ways to contribute to society. In Las 
Vegas, Mr. Simon became a member of the 
Alpha Lodge No. 75, which he helped estab-
lish into a reputable and impressive organiza-
tion. He led his fellow Alpha Lodge No. 75 
members, dedicating his time and efforts as 
District Deputy Grand Master. 

It is obvious that Mr. Simon’s lifelong profes-
sion was to help others achieve their dreams 
and accomplish their goals. A dedicated family 
man, Mr. Simon balanced his personal, pro-
fessional, and political dedications so that all 
who were fortunate enough to know this great 
man could benefit from his compassion and 
warmth. 

A pillar of strength and historic figure in our 
community, Mr. Simon will be sorely missed. 
However, we are thankful for the opportunities 
he gave us to come together and celebrate 
the hope and love in our lives. As we say 
goodbye to him, we have been given yet an-
other opportunity to reflect on the rich past of 
the African-American community and the tu-
multuous American century which defined our 
heritage, diligence, and hopes for the future. 

Austin Simon’s legacy will surely live on 
through all who knew him, and all who know 
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of his great accomplishments. Today, Califor-
nia’s 9th Congressional District salutes and 
honors Mr. Austin Simon. We extend our 
deepest condolences to his family, especially 
his wife of 39 years, Mrs. Bertha L Simon, his 
daughter Linda Duhon, and his sons Austin 
Jr., Ricky, Anthony, Aaron, Christopher, 
Marcus, Gregory, Cedric, and Kevin. His leg-
acy will live on through his siblings, grand-
children, great-grandchildren, nephews, 
nieces, godchildren, in-laws, and loving 
friends. May his soul rest in peace. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
EDWARDS 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of my dear friend William 
‘‘Bill’’ Edwards of Hot Springs, Arkansas, who 
passed away June 1, 2008, at the age of 79. 

I will forever remember Bill Edwards as a 
good friend, a devoted public servant and 
someone who cared deeply about improving 
the quality of life in Hot Springs and Garland 
County Arkansas. As a natural born leader, he 
excelled at every task he took on and was an 
inspiration to all of us who knew him. 

Bill Edwards served the people of Hot 
Springs as Alderman and City Director for 
more than 35 years, however, most people 
just knew him as a caring friend. He was one 
of those rare individuals who never forgot the 
importance of maintaining a high degree of 
customer service to ensure that all those he 
worked with over the years were in good 
hands. From his very first day on the job work-
ing for the people of Hot Springs and Garland 
County, his number one priority was always 
the person he was talking with, and he would 
not stop working until he had exhausted every 
possibility to help out that individual. 

Bill Edwards’s leadership in Hot Springs 
was guided by his dedication to the city and 
to all of those who work and reside in our be-
loved state. I truly believe the Hot Springs 
Sentinel Record, the local paper which cov-
ered him over the years, said it best in their 
editorial on June 3, 2008, by stating, ‘‘It is not 
an exaggeration to say that this director had a 
‘heart for Hot Springs.’ ’’ Whether it was help-
ing a constituent, promoting tourism in the city, 
or simply putting a big smile on a friend’s face, 
he knew only one way to do it—with a big 
heart. 

Bill Edwards will always be known for his 
outstanding service to Hot Springs and the 
surrounding communities. I extend my deepest 
condolences to his two daughters, Brenda 
Deaton of Texarkana, Texas, and Laura Ri-
vera of Leander, Texas; his two sisters, Mar-
garet Bennett of Hot Springs, Arkansas, and 
Martha Young of Hot Springs, Arkansas; his 
three brothers Jimmy Edwards, Charles Ed-
wards and Mike Edwards, all of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas; and to his nieces, nephews, and 
numerous friends. Bill Edwards will be greatly 
missed in Hot Springs, and I am truly sad-
dened by this loss. 

THE SPARTANS ARE SOFTBALL 
CHAMPIONS 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, on behalf of 
the citizens of the Sixth District of North Caro-
lina, we wish to congratulate the girls’ softball 
team of Central Davidson High School for win-
ning the North Carolina 2–A championship. 
The Spartans won the title on Saturday, May 
31. The team was led by seniors Allison 
Barnak, Lindsay Thore, Hannah Buie, Alison 
Lohr, and Gina Antonucci, who were an inte-
gral part of back-to-back championships along 
with a 54-game winning streak. 

This year’s title, which was won at the Wal-
nut Creek Softball Complex in Raleigh, cul-
minated an outstanding season for the Spar-
tans, who were led by Head Coach Gene 
Poindexter. Not only did they win a State 
championship, the Spartans finished the year 
ranked 8th in a national poll of high school 
softball teams. 

The championship contest began and ended 
quickly. Chelsea Leonard led the way, pitching 
a one-hit shutout to lead the Spartans to a 7– 
0 win against formidable South Lenior. The 
team was led with 2 hits each from Kara Lohr, 
Whitney Lohr, Hannah Buie, and Nicole Perry. 

While there were many strong efforts, the 
championship win was a team effort including 
juniors Carrie Jernigan, and Chelsea Leonard, 
sophomores Leanna Hildebrand, Whitney 
Lohr, Haley Hanes, Nicole Perry, Laura Fritts, 
Emily Mills, Mindi Morris, and Haley Thore, 
along with freshmen Kara Lohr and Emma 
Comer. And just as important as the players 
on the field were the leaders off the field. We 
would like to recognize, head coach Gene 
Poindexter and his able assistants Jim 
Welborn, Bryan Starnes, Greg Leonard, Ster-
ling Charles, Steve Hayes, Mike Pickett, Jor-
dan Stogner, Brittney Taylor, and Richard Cid. 

Also assisting the team during this incred-
ible season were scorekeeper Ernie 
Antonucci, public announcer Stewart Koonts, 
as well as team managers Chris Keel and 
Brandon Gilchrist. 

Again, on behalf of the Sixth District, we 
would like to congratulate Principal Emily Lipe, 
Athletic Director and Head Coach Gene 
Poindexter and everyone affiliated with the 
Central Davidson Spartans on having another 
great season and for winning the North Caro-
lina 2–A softball championship for the second 
year in a row. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANNE LOMEDICO 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, Anne 
LoMedico has reached the ranks of the grow-
ing number of centenarians in the United 
States. As she reaches 100 years, on July 26, 
2008, she can look back with pride. Anne has 
lived through the most prolific era in world his-
tory. 

Anne was born in our very own Bronx, New 
York. She is a mother of two, grandmother of 
7, great-grandmother of 16, and great-great 
grandmother of 9. 

She is a hard worker who isn’t afraid to say 
what’s on her mind. From the age of 18 to 67 
Anne worked at a bookbinder company. She 
entered the field as a machine operator and in 
no time worked her way to a supervisory posi-
tion. Anne was never one to sit and wait for 
things to happen. She took initiative and in by 
doing so, as a union delegate she was once 
honored with a gold pin from the Bookbinder 
Union. 

Anne is a very active member of her Senior 
Club at the Nyack Senior Center; she raised 
the most money out of anyone in the 2007 
Walkathon fundraiser. She can also be ac-
credited for helping women in her community 
who have recently been widowed, get out of 
the house and into the center of life. 

Anne attributes her long life to her strong 
faith in God, the fact that she believes in eat-
ing right, exercising, and not smoking. Before 
she started driving, Anne would walk from the 
West Side of Manhattan to the East Side twice 
a day to go to work. She has watched her 
children grown and has seen the world 
change. We thank God for allowing Ms. 
LoMedico to remain with us and share her 
years of experience with us all. 

I offer her my sincere wishes for the 
happiest of birthdays and congratulate her for 
a long and successful life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF POLICE SERGEANT TIMOTHY 
P. GRACE FROM THE FAIRFIELD 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Police Sergeant Timothy P. Grace 
who faithfully served the residents of the city 
of Fairfield for 31 years. 

Sergeant Grace began his service with the 
Fairfield Police Department on September 27, 
1975, where he worked in several capacities 
including drunk driving enforcement grants, 
the traffic unit, patrol, investigations and the 
training and communications unit. Sergeant 
Grace continued to serve as a defensive tac-
tics instructor as well as a field training officer. 

Sergeant Grace earned his well-deserved 
promotion to the position of police sergeant in 
2000. He worked as a valiant leader in both 
the patrol and the professional standards unit, 
where his dedication to these units made a 
valuable impact on the operations of the over-
all department. 

Sergeant Grace evidenced a commitment to 
his community on a daily basis. He served as 
a loyal representative of the law and is ad-
mired by his community for his hard work, 
dedication and positive influence on the entire 
department. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, 
June 10, 2008 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JUNE 11 
9:30 a.m. 

Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine sovereign 

wealth funds, focusing on foreign pol-
icy consequences in an era of new 
money. 

SD–419 
10 a.m. 

Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine short- 

change for consumers and short-shrift 
for Congress, focusing on the Supreme 
Court’s treatment of laws that protect 
Americans health, safety, jobs, and re-
tirement. 

SD–226 
2 p.m. 

Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Paul G. Gardephe, and Cathy 
Seibel, both to be a United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of 
New York, Kiyo A. Matsumoto, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of New York, and 
Glenn T. Suddaby, to be United States 
District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of New York. 

SD–226 
3 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine the impact 

and policy implications of spyware on 
consumers and businesses. 

SR–253 

JUNE 12 

10 a.m. 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the condi-
tion of our nation’s infrastructure, fo-
cusing on perspectives from our na-
tion’s mayors. 

SD–538 
Finance 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the United States Trade Preference 
programs. 

SD–215 
Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 2979, to 
exempt the African National Congress 

from treatment as a terrorist organiza-
tion, H.R. 5690, to remove the African 
National Congress from treatment as a 
terrorist organization for certain acts 
or events, provide relief for certain 
members of the African National Con-
gress regarding admissibility, S. 2892, 
to promote the prosecution and en-
forcement of frauds against the United 
States by suspending the statute of 
limitations during times when Con-
gress has authorized the use of mili-
tary force, H.R. 3480, to direct the 
United States Sentencing Commission 
to assure appropriate punishment en-
hancements for those involved in re-
ceiving stolen property where that 
property consists of grave markers of 
veterans, S. 1211, to amend the Con-
trolled Substances Act to provide en-
hanced penalties for marketing con-
trolled substances to minors, S. Res. 
576, designating August 2008 as ‘‘Digital 
Television Transition Awareness 
Month’’, and the nominations of Helene 
N. White, of Michigan, and Raymond 
M. Kethledge, of Michigan, each to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Sixth Circuit, and Stephen Joseph 
Murphy III, of Michigan, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Michigan. 

SD–226 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Surface Transportation and Merchant Ma-

rine Infrastructure, Safety and Secu-
rity Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine supply 
chain security, focusing on the secure 
freight initiative and the implementa-
tion of 100 percent scanning. 

SR–253 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine the future 
costs of funding the war in Iraq. 

SD–106 
2:15 p.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the relationship between United States 
fuels policy and food prices. 

SD–366 
2:30 p.m. 

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs 

Federal Financial Management, Govern-
ment Information, Federal Services, 
and International Security Sub-
committee 

To hold hearings to examine addressing 
the United States-Pakistan strategic 
relationship. 

SD–342 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine energy from 
Central Asia to Europe, focusing on oil, 
oligarchs, and opportunity. 

SD–419 

JUNE 17 
9:30 a.m. 

Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the origins 

of aggressive interrogation techniques, 
focusing on Part I of the Committee’s 
inquiry into the treatment of detainees 
in U.S. custody. 

SD–106 
2:30 p.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
National Parks Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 1774, to 
designate the John Krebs Wilderness in 
the State of California, to add certain 
land to the Sequoia-Kings Canyon Na-

tional Park Wilderness, S. 2255, to 
amend the National Trails System Act 
to provide for studies of the Chisholm 
Trail and Great Western Trail to deter-
mine whether to add the trails to the 
National Trails System, S. 2359, to es-
tablish the St. Augustine 450th Com-
memoration Commission, S. 2943, to 
amend the National Trails System Act 
to designate the Pacific Northwest Na-
tional Scenic Trail, S. 3017, to des-
ignate the Beaver Basin Wilderness at 
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore in 
the State of Michigan, S. 3010, to reau-
thorize the Route 66 Corridor Preserva-
tion Program, S. 3045, to establish the 
Kenai Mountains-Turnagain Arm Na-
tional Forest Heritage Area in the 
State of Alaska, H.R. 1143, to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to lease 
certain lands in Virgin Islands Na-
tional Park, and S. 3096, to amend the 
National Cave and Karst Research In-
stitute Act of 1998 to authorize appro-
priations for the National Cave and 
Karst Research Institute. 

SD–366 

JUNE 18 

10 a.m. 
Rules and Administration 

To hold hearings to examine improving 
energy efficiency, focusing on increas-
ing the use of renewable sources of en-
ergy, and reducing the carbon footprint 
of the Capitol complex. 

SR–301 
2 p.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
To hold hearings to examine the pre-

paredness of federal land management 
agencies for the 2008 wildfire season. 

SD–366 

JUNE 19 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Surface Transportation and Merchant Ma-

rine Infrastructure, Safety and Secu-
rity Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine cruise ship 
safety, focusing on potential steps for 
keeping Americans safe at sea. 

SR–253 

JUNE 24 

10:30 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine climate 
change impacts on the transportation 
sector. 

SR–253 

JUNE 26 

9:30 a.m. 
Veterans’ Affairs 

Business meeting to markup pending cal-
endar business. 

SR–418 

POSTPONEMENTS 

JUNE 11 

9:30 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Interstate Commerce, Trade, and Tourism 

Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine imbalance 

in the United States-Korea automobile 
trade. 

SR–253 
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